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Message from the Board
For RecFish SA, the past year has been one of further growth and achievement. A growing membership
base, broader engagement with the community and the delivery of some great project successes mean that
RecFish SA continues to increase its capacity to deliver solid outcomes for SA’s 277,000 recreational fishers.
In February, we saw the departure of David Ciaravolo from the role of RecFish SA Executive Director to
take up a similar role with the Amateur Fishers Association of the Northern Territory (AFANT). For four years
David’s passion and commitment to improving recreational fishing in SA was a major strength for RecFish
SA. Fortunately, David remains on the Board of RecFish SA so we are still able to draw on his skill and
knowledge to assist us in our endeavors.
We are very thankful to have the services of RecFish SA Board Member, Danny Simpson available to replace
David Ciaravolo as Executive Director. Many of you will know Danny as a willing contributor to the Board
of RecFish SA but may not be aware that he held the position of Manager, Recreational Fisheries in PIRSA
Fisheries for 5 years and has an immense knowledge of fisheries management in SA. He also runs his own
natural resources management consultancy business and provides professional services to both Victorian and
NSW Fisheries departments.
RecFish SA would also like to extend its thanks to Cherylee Harris who departed the Board in June to commit
more time to her business. It was great to have Cherylee on the Board and we hope to see many more
women applying for Board roles in the future.
Finally, to our wonderful office administrator Wendy Begg and the fantastic members of RecFish SA, we
thank you again for the tremendous support you have given the Board over the past year and look forward
to your continued involvement into the future.

Board Members

Paul Davies

Brenton Schahinger

Peter Teakle

Ian Fitzgerald

David Ciaravolo

Michael Sierp

Danny Simpson
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Executive Report
Building for the Future
What a dynamic and exciting year it has been for SA’s 277,000
recreational fishers and for RecFish SA with plenty happening on the
fisheries scene.
Perhaps the most exciting and important activity for the year has been
the development of Making SA a Great Place to Fish Again, our
blueprint for how to invest in recreational fishing and do the things that
the states 277,000 fishers want and need. Making SA a Great Place
to Fish Again was developed after a significant process of consultation
with the community and key recreational fishing stakeholders across the
state who were willing to share their insights and opinions on, well; Making SA a Great Place to Fish Again!
It’s been a wonderful experience engaging with recco’s from across the state to listen to their thoughts and
represent them through this landmark document. But Making SA a Great Place to Fish Again isn’t just about
producing glossy documents; it’s about compelling all politicians to finally show proper support for
recreational fishing in SA and to emulate the policies of other states and countries which recognise the
enormous benefits of having properly managed recreational fisheries. In the run up to the state election in
March 2018, we’ll be presenting Making SA a Great Place to Fish Again to political candidates and will
call for their support to implement the plan and publicly declare their support for recreational fishing. We
encourage all our valued members and indeed all recreational fishers to embrace Making SA a Great Place
to Fish Again and send a loud and clear message to politicians about supporting this exciting plan.
On the fishing front, the Blue crab fishery in Gulf St Vincent, Spencer Gulf and the West Coast continues to
provide great opportunities for families to get out and have a bit of fun catching a feed of delicious Blue
crabs. Unfortunately, we continue to see a high level of non-compliance on the northern Adelaide raking
beaches where undersized crabs are plentiful. It seems that in the past 25 years big meaty blueys have
disappeared from these beaches and undersize crabs are now the target of unscrupulous offenders.

5217 Followers

35
Organisation
Members

435 Followers

31 Individual
Members

419 Followers

1163 Affiliate
Members

While the run of Blue crabs is good news, the situation in the Snapper fishery in both Gulf St Vincent and
Spencer Gulf is dire and there needs to be some serious action taken by government to restructure the
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commercial fishery to prevent complete collapse of Snapper stocks. The new techniques employed by the
commercial fishery where mechanized long-lining has replaced handlining as the preferred means of
targeting spawning aggregations of Snapper, is simply unsustainable and must cease to ensure recovery of
the fishery.
RecFish SA strongly advocates the need for the commercial fishery to be restructured to halt the decline in
the stocks of key species including King George whiting, Snapper and Garfish. The Commercial Marine
Scale Fishery has itself recognised the need to do something about Scalefish stocks and have called on
government to support a restructure of the industry to reduce licence numbers and implement better
management approaches.
Freshwater fishing has been very rewarding with many anglers reporting that the Golden perch (Callop)
fishing in the River Murray is as good as it has been for decades and that bag limits of large Golden perch
are common. The combination of removing the commercial fishery and better environmental flows in the
River Murray certainly seems to have had a positive impact on this species and we hope to see the mighty
Murray cod soon following suit.
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Representing Recreational Fishers
Making SA a Great Place to Fish Again
In February 2017, RecFish SA commenced the process of consolidating the huge amount of information it
had received from recreational fishers to identify the critical issues that matter most to improving recreational
fishing in South Australia and presenting this in a concise form to political parties in the lead up to the 2018
state election. The outcome of this effort is Making SA A Great Place to Fish Again – a better fishing
initiative which represents perhaps the most important political statement that RecFish SA has announced
Making SA a Great Place to Fish Again kicked off in March 2017 with a series of meetings between RecFish
SA and Ministers of Government and the Opposition to advise them of our intentions to call on political
candidates to publicly state their support for recreational fishing in the lead up to the state election in 2018.
Official public consultation for Making SA a Great Place to Fish Again commenced in July 2017 with the
release of the consultation document – Making SA a Great Place to Fish that explained the initiatives that
we think will make a positive lasting impact on recreational fishing in SA. Fishers were asked to examine
the paper and respond to RecFish SA via an on-line survey that received over 430 responses in a 4-week
period and which demonstrated that fishers strongly supported the initiative. During this time a special
meeting of the RecFish SA membership was held to further explain Making SA a Great Place to Fish Again
and to garner the support of our members.
Perhaps the most significant element of the
consultation process was the convening of a
Reference Panel comprising members from
regional SA and including non-members from
the fishing tackle trade. The Reference Panel
spent considerable time in examining the
outcomes of the consultation process before
finally making recommendations to the Board
of RecFish SA on the final contents of Making
SA a Great Place to Fish Again.
Finally, after 6 months of hard work and
numerous meetings, Making SA a Great Place
to Fish Again was approved by the Board of
RecFish SA and will be publicly launched at the
2017 Annual General Meeting of RecFish SA.
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MAKING SA A GREAT PLACE TO FISH AGAIN.

RecFish SA is the peak body representing South Australia’s 277- thousand recreational anglers
and has a proud track record of working with the community and government to deliver a
better future for recreational fishing.

Our combined success in identifying and enacting initiatives that drive real benefits should provide the impetus
for continued positive change for the sector and the State.
The following achievements create a foundation on which to build:
Opening reservoirs for fishing
Murray cod stocking program, River Murray
Recreational Fishing Grants Program
King George Whiting Research Partnership, SARDI
Online Recreational Fishing Map
Sustainable Fishing education initiatives
Fish Habitat Restoration Project, Onkaparinga River
Establishment of Windara Reef, Rogues Point

A recent survey of these anglers, together with reference panel workshops, has identified the following key
issues, opportunities and priorities, ahead of the March 2018 State Election.

RecFish SA is calling on the major parties to support a properly funded program of investment
to ensure recreational fishing is developed in such a way that it enhances the social, economic
and well-being fabric of the community.

RecFishsa.org.au

UNREALISED VALUE IN REGIONAL
TOURISM, BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
AND JOBS.

Ultimately this is causing conflict between the
recreational and commercial fishing sectors
and increasing

Remove netting
from Area A of
the Coorong
and introduce
line fishing only
for Mulloway,
Bream and
other
recreationally
important
species.

Remove the
use of long
lines from the
snapper
fishery
particularly in
breeding areas
in the northern
gulfs.

Zone
commercial
fishing
licenses to
promote
responsible
fishing
practices and
discourage
FIFO
commercial
and lease
operators.
Restoration of
the
recreational
fishing grants
program.

Reduce the
number of
commercial
operators in
both fisheries.
Maintain a
strong
well-funded
peak body to
work with Govt
on enacting
initiatives that
drive real
benefits.

The
establishment
of a network
of priority
recreational
fishing havens
that are
managed
primarily for
recreational
fishing and
have well
developed
facilities.

Establish a
properly
resourced
Murray cod
stocking
program for
the River
Murray.

Opening and
stocking more
reservoirs.

Accurate and
reliable
recreational
fish surveys
that measure
the catch and
value of the
fishery.

RecFishsa.org.au

Healthy fish stocks promote high-quality recreational fishing opportunities, particularly in regional SA while providing certainty and security for commercial fishers.

BETTER FISHERIES FOR ALL

OUTCOME

Net Free GSV Remove the use
of all nets in Gulf
St Vincent to
restore stocks of
KG Whiting and
Garfish and
improve
recreational
fishing
opportunities.

Expansion of
native oyster
reefs and other
habitat
enhancement
projects.

to ensure that stock of key species are returned
to healthy levels. This position is supported by
both the recreational and commercial sectors.

A RESTRUCTURE OF THE MARINE
SCALE AND LAKES AND COORONG
FISHERIES IS URGENTLY NEEDED

IN THE ABSENCE OF QUOTA MANAGEMENT IN THESE FISHERIES, THE FOLLOWING ACTIONS MUST BE PRIORITISED:

ACTIONS

to the extent of being overfished, leading to a
lack of equitable access to declining fish stocks.

RECREATIONALLY IMPORTANT FISH
STOCKS CONTINUE TO DECLINE

Stock assessments show that
many key species of

ISSUES

MAKING SA A GREAT PLACE TO FISH AGAIN.
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Recreational Fishing Grants
2017 saw the final phase of the SA Government Recreational Fishing Grants Program in which RecFish
SA again played an important role in assisting community organisations to develop projects for
submission to the RFGP. In this third round of the grants, the maximum value of projects was increased
to $100,000 which gave community groups the opportunity to identify larger projects that could
deliver significant benefit to local fishers.
In all, 54 grant applications with a total value of $2.27 million were received in RFGP 3 of which 22
were funded to the tune of $519,044, bringing the total value of the RFGP over a three- year period
to over $2 million.
RecFish SA were again successful in winning funding for continuing the very important Freshwater
Stocking Program which is creating new and better fisheries in the River Murray and in reservoirs
across the state.
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Fisheries Management
Representing South Australia’s 277,000 recreational fishers continues to be the cornerstone of what
RecFish SA does and again in 2016/2017 we played a major role in many important fisheries
management issues in the state.

Bag, size and boat limits
The biggest news from PIRSA came with
changes to recreational size, bag and
boat limits finally being announced and
while most fishers are supportive of
changes to prevent a decline in stock
status, some of the rule changes left
anglers a little bewildered and
questioning the logic behind the
changes.
It’s probably no surprise that perhaps
the greatest confusion lay in the decisions
regarding the management of King George
whiting which did not reflect the consultation undertaken by PIRSA Fisheries and Aquaculture. In the
lead up to these changes, RecFish SA had been working with government to identify management
options that did not disadvantage recreational fishing communities in SA and were taken by surprise
when the closed area for taking KG’s at the foot of Yorke Peninsula during the month of May and the
changes to size and bag limits in their final form, were introduced.
While RecFish SA consider that the specific management arrangements introduced for King George
whiting and some other species are less than ideal, it is most concerning that the information used and
the process by which these options were developed appears to be flawed and the outcomes invariably
disadvantaged SA’s recreational fishers.

Blue crabs
Early
2017,
saw
the
commencement of the Review of
the SA Commercial Blue Crab
Fishery by the Blue Crab
Management
Plan
Review
comprising representatives from
RecFish SA, PIRSA, SARDI and the
commercial Blue crab fishery.
While much of the review related
to aspects of the fishery that
impact only on commercial Blue
crab fishers, some aspects of the
plan which have the potential to
significantly impact on recreational fishing including the Harvest Strategy, TACC setting and seasonal
closures, were keenly debated. Most notably, RecFish SA opposed a proposal by commercial fishers
8|Page
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to fish in Gulf St Vincent and Spencer Gulf during the commercial closed seasons around Christmas
and New Year unless offsets were agreed that did not result in any nett disadvantage to recreational
crabbers. The outcome of this issue is yet to be resolved however, RecFish SA is very committed to
ensuring that any proposed changes to the Management Plan for the Blue Crab Fishery do not result
in a reduction to the quality of recreational Blue crab fishing particularly, during the peak holiday
season.

King George Whiting Citizen Science Project
Early in 2017, RecFish SA partnered with SARDI Aquatic
Sciences and a number of tackle shops to undertake a
citizen science project which aimed to find out more about
where King George whiting spawn in SA. The project
asked recreational fishers to donate the frames of KG’s
they had caught during April so that SARDI’s scientists
could determine what stage of the spawning cycle the
fish were in. The project was a great success with
hundreds of frames donated by fishers and we thank
them all for their great participation.
The results of this project are yet to be published but we
hope that by collecting this information, we get a clear
idea of where the major aggregations of spawning KG's
occur so that we can be better informed about how to
rebuild KGW stocks for better recreational fishing.

Australian Salmon
RecFish SA was very concerned to see that the commercial catch of Australian salmon in SA has risen
alarmingly from 61 tonnes in 2013/14 to 454 tonnes in 2015/16 equating to a 644% increase over
a two-year period. As a result, we have written to PIRSA Fisheries requesting that immediate action
be taken to prevent further increases in commercial salmon catch and that the process of allocating
explicit shares of the Australian salmon fishery must recognise the low commercial value of Australian
salmon (it is believed that the salmon are being used in fish paste). The allocation of this excellent
sportfishing resource appears to not align with the objective of optimizing its use for the benefit of SA
and ignores the significant social and economic benefits of the recreational salmon fishery.

Murray cod regulations
It was also great to see Mick Wilson from the Lower Murray Lure Fishers Club get involved in the
development of new regulations for Murray cod fishing in the River Murray. For several years the
regulations that applied to Murray cod fishing were impractical and caused a lot of confusion amongst
anglers who fish for this magnificent species. Regulations required that no part of a Murray cod can
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be lifted from the water meaning that anglers retrieving
their lures had to get into the water with the fish.
RecFish SA and the LMLFC have worked together to
propose new more practical rules for handling Murray
cod which will allow the head of the fish to be raised
above to water so that lures can be retrieved quickly
and safely and fish can be released unharmed. We
expect to see the new rules implemented in time for the
start of the 2018 cod season on January 1.

Productivity Commission
The Commonwealth Productivity Commission’s inquiry
into Fisheries was released and contained the
recommendation that governments collect regular social
and economic data on recreational fishing. RecFish SA
and many other organisations had strongly advocated
that the collection of this data was critical to
understanding the value that recreational fishing
delivered to the Australian community so that
management decisions are correctly informed. This call
appears to have had the desired impact with the
Australian Government supporting the Productivity
Commission to commence a National Survey of Recreational Fishing in 2017 at a cost of more than $6
million.
The report also contained claims that recreational fishing is “unrestricted” and that all recreational
fishers should be licenced to contribute to compliance and research costs. RecFish SA has strongly
refuted this and believes these claims to be inflated and ignore the fact that recreational fishers are
subject to a suite of rules and regulations that act to control recreational catch and which contribute
to stock sustainability. RecFish SA also rejects the Productivity Commission recommendation to
implement a Recreational Fishing Licence in all states and territories in the next three years for the
sole purpose of contributing to research and compliance costs. We believe that if recreational
fishing licences are more broadly introduced then they should follow the models employed in NSW
and Victoria where most of the revenue raised contributes to developmental activities such as fish
stocking and new facilities.

Commonwealth Marine Parks and Southern Bluefin Tuna
RecFish SA was also active in working with recreational fishing bodies from across Australia on national
issues including Commonwealth Marine Parks and management of Southern Bluefin tuna.
The proposal to introduce more Commonwealth Marine Parks has significant impact on recreational
fishing in some parts of the nation however, the three small areas offshore from western Eyre Peninsula
and Kangaroo Island which are proposed as Marine National Parks where all fishing will be precluded
appear to have minimal impact on recreational fishers in SA.
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The increasing popularity of Southern Bluefin tuna fishing at locations such as Pt Lincoln, Marion Bay,
Victor Harbor and Pt MacDonnell and many other locations across southern Australia has raised
concerns that Australia is in breach of its obligations under the terms of the international body the
Commission for the Conservation of Southern Bluefin Tuna (CCSBT). Under these terms, Australia must
manage its catch of SBT under strict quota management arrangements which are currently only
allocated to commercial tuna fishers. While we recognise that Commonwealth Government has a need
to quantify the recreational SBT catch in order to meet international obligations, RecFish SA have been
working with other recreational fishing organisations including ARFF, the Australian and SA Game
Fishing Associations, TarFish and VR Fish to establish policies which will safeguard recreational access
to this traditionally important resource that was first targeted by recreational fishers in the 1800’s, a
century before commercial exploitation commenced.
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Building Better Fisheries
Getting ready for Reservoirs
Well it’s been a long time coming but by the time this report is released we expect that the SA
government will have announced the opening date for recreational fishing at Bundaleer Reservoir and
the expanded Warren Reservoir fishery. Over the past 3-4 years since the government announced
that they would be opened, both reservoirs have been the subject of considerable discussion and
negotiation between RecFish SA, local councils, the DEWNR, PIRSA and SA Water to develop these
locations as premier inland fisheries. To this end RecFish SA have now achieved an agreement with
SA Water on accessing and developing the reservoirs for recreational fishing.
Since March 2016, we have stocked
99,000 fish into both Warren and
Bundaleer Reservoirs and we
expect that anglers will enjoy some
great fishing in years to come.
Reports from Warren suggest that
we are likely to see some good size
Silver perch and Golden perch
captured once the weather warms
up a little and we are very hopeful
that anglers will also tangle with the
Murray cod that have been stocked.
The same fish are also available in
Bundaleer Reservoir which has the
bonus of Rainbow trout and Brown
trout stocked into the waterbody. This
reservoir promises to be a great mixed fishery
and is easily accessible to anglers of all capabilities.
The good news on reservoirs continued in 2017 with the government announcing that they would
investigate the possibility of opening Beetaloo Reservoir in the states Mid-North and Aroona Dam
near Leigh Creek to fishing. Both reservoirs offer the potential for some excellent fishing and RecFish
SA have been working with the government to determine how these locations should be developed.
No announcement has been made by the government on the opening of these reservoirs but RecFish
SA are hopeful that we will hear some good news very soon.
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Freshwater Stocking Program
The past year has seen great advances in our Freshwater Stocking
Program with 113,000 fish stocked into the Warren and
Bundaleer Reservoirs and the River Murray and plans for a
further 250,000 to be stocked this summer.
The program kicked off with the stocking of 43,000 Murray cod
into the River Murray upstream of Renmark and demonstrated
an excellent approach to involving local communities in events
such as this. By working closely together, the Renmark-Paringa
Council and RecFish SA delivered an event that attracted over
300 people and was described by the fish suppliers as the best
stocking event they had attended in their eleven years of
operation. Special congratulations should be given to Local
Action Planning officer Naomi Prunckun from the RenmarkParinga Council for her tireless efforts in making the event such a
success and RecFish SA look forward to again working with her in this seasons stocking program.
The highly successful reservoir stocking project continued to roll on in 2017 with 60,000 native fish and
10,000 trout stocked into Warren and Bundaleer reservoirs. Thirty thousand Murray cod, Silver perch
and Golden perch were stocked into Warren Reservoir bringing the total fish stocked in two years to
over 46,000 fish while 30,000 natives and 10,000 Rainbow and Brown trout were stocked into
Bundaleer Reservoir bringing total stocking to 53,000 fish.
The stocking efforts in Warren Reservoir in 2016 saw several Silver perch and Golden perch up to
28cm captured last summer so it looks like the summer of 2017/18 will see some great fishing for
these popular native species.

Whyalla Fishing Jetty
RecFish SA were very proud to play an important part in gaining funding for the repair and upgrade
of the famous Whyalla Fishing Jetty. Our local representative, Alan Hall did a great job in activating
a groundswell of support for fixing the jetty which had been condemned by the Whyalla City Council
due to its sad state of repair. RecFish SA were able to gain the support of the Minister for Planning,
Transport and Infrastructure for repairing the jetty which resulted in the government allocating $1
million towards the project. Big congratulations need to go to Alan for his tireless efforts on this issue
and RecFish SA would like to express its thanks to the Whyalla City Council and Minister Mullighan for
their great support of recreational fishing in SA.
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Environment
Fish and Flows
In June, RecFish SA partnered with the Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder (CEWO) to deliver
the Fish and Flows forum in Renmark which attracted over 100 people. The forum was convened after
RecFish SA Board member Peter Teakle attended a tour of the Darling River with staff from CEWO
and NSW Fisheries to examine the benefits of environmental flows on fish breeding in the Murray
Darling Basin and asked that South Australia be included in further communications about the findings.
A particularly impressive presentation was made by Brenton Zampatti who showed that the current
good fishing for Golden perch in the South Australian section of the River Murray can be attributed to
a strong summer breeding event in the Darling in 2010 followed by a flood the following year which
distributed the fish. While stocks are healthy at the moment, there has been little breeding of Golden
perch since then until 2016 and so there is not much following the current age class of fish.

Murray Cod Citizen Science Project
The Lower Murray Lure Fishing Club and SARDI Aquatic Sciences continued their partnership in trying
to find out more about the status of Murray cod stocks in the River Murray. The project compares the
catch of Murray cod by recreational anglers with scientific sampling techniques such as electro-fishing
to build an overall picture of cod stocks and to inform the design of future monitoring projects.

Onkaparinga River Estuary, Fish Habitat Restoration Project
This year we coordinated our very popular Onkaparinga Fish Habitat Restoration project with
National Gone Fishing Day. An estimated 100 people attended the day to see a demonstration of
how fish habitat is being restored in the Onkaparinga River by placing limestone “reef” blocks into
areas that are suitable for fish species such as Black bream and Mulloway.
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RecFish SA Habitat Officer Travis Howson has done a great
job of mobilizing a group of passionate and dedicated
recco’s who have worked tirelessly to get the project off
the ground amid some pretty challenging issues. On behalf
of all our members, we’d like to thank Travis and team
members for their fantastic efforts. Members of the
Onkaparinga Fish Habitat Restoration Group are:

James Fitzpatrick (Chair)
Grant Taylor
Richard Bowden
Rodger Hazel
Craig Dilger
Travis Howson

Simon Starr
Steve Warne
Brad Towler
Jesse Overmeyer
Robert Yelland

Windara Reef
A major milestone for RecFish SA and recreational
anglers across SA was achieved with the construction
and opening of the first 4-hectare stage of Windara
Reef near Rogues Point on Yorke Peninsula. Stage
1will be followed in 2018 by the expansion of the
reef to 20 ha thus providing an exciting new venue
for recreational fishers in SA.
Followers of this project will know that RecFish SA’s
proposal for the construction of an artificial reef for
recreational fishing use in the lead up to the 2014
election ultimately resulted in the development of
Windara Reef which has been established primarily
for the recreational fishing community.
RecFish SA believe that the restoration of oyster reefs
in the gulfs is critical to improving the health of fish
stocks and will continue to lobby government to
commit more resources to this important initiative.
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Media & Events
Over the course of the year RecFish SA was again busy participating in many public events including
National Gone Fishing Day, the Adelaide Boat Show and assisting Edmund Rice Camps in teaching
children about fishing.
The RecFish SA stall at the Adelaide Boat Show again proved very popular with attendees with the
big hit being the demonstration of RecFish SA’s great new Recreational Fishing Map. We received a
large amount of positive comment about the map with many fishers saying it’s the best tool available
for new anglers. As would be expected kids were very capable in using the tool but a few of the
old-time salts struggled with the new technology!
We also had 120 new members sign up to RecFish SA over the course of the Boat Show with one lucky
new member taking home a fantastic Shimano fishing outfit kindly supplied by the Sportfishing Scene
at Cavan.
RecFish SA are very proud to continue our association with Edmund Rice Camps, a non-profit community
based organisation that serves the needs of children aged 8–15 who are ‘at risk’ or experiencing
some form of disadvantage. One of our younger members Ryan Roberts deserves a great deal of
recognition for his efforts in working with the great staff at Edmund Rice Camps and the scores of
children who have now had the chance to enjoy our favourite outdoor activity.
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RecFish SA - Balance Sheet
Balance Sheet
RecFishSA
As at 30 June 2017
Assets

30 Jun 2017

30 Jun 2016

Bank
ANZ - Cheque Account

76,405

96,532

ANZ - Online Saver

32,581

913

PayPal Permit Fees

9,815

6,891

548

318

119,349

104,653

Projects Work in Progress

49,032

36,996

Accounts Receivable

27,597

17,510

-

1,105

Petty Cash

105

105

Pre-paid Visa card

361

721

77,095

56,437

196,444

161,090

14,749

14,749

(14,749)

(14,577)

-

172

196,444

161,262

Unearned Income

93,670

96,700

Accounts Payable

604

478

Provision for Employee Entitlements

2,563

1,982

PAYG Withholding Payable

2,239

5,685

Superannuation Payable

2,511

2,392

Provision for GST

9,287

PayPal Membership Fees
Total Bank
Other Current Assets

Provision for GST

Other Current Assets
Current Assets
Fixed Assets
Office Equipment
Less Accumulated Depreciation & Impairment
Total Fixed Assets
Total Assets

Liabilities
Current Liabilities

Total Current Liabilities
Total Liabilities
Net Assets

-

110,874

107,236

110,874

107,236

85,570

54,026

85,570

54,026

85,570

54,026

Equity
Retained Earnings

Total Equity

Audited Financial Report I RecFishSA I 15 September 2017

The accompanying Notes form part of this financial report

RecFish SA - Profit & Loss
Profit & Loss Statement
RecFishSA
1 July 2016 to 30 June 2017

30 Jun 17

30 Jun 16

1,491

1,500

14,074

6,233

164,558

120,000

6,142

2,200

186,265

129,933

151,389

82,258

(23,000)

(19,820)

(120,047)

(56,512)

Income
Membership Fees
Permits
PIRSA Grant Income
Sundry Income

Total
Add:
Other Income:
Project Grants & Professional Services
Less:
Fish for Stocking
Direct Project Grant & Wages Costs

Total

8,342

5,912

194,607

135,845

2,975

4,640

29,744

28,234

3,850

5,500

238

3,837

42,337

1,500

Insurance

1,811

2,040

Legal Expenses

2,400

2,500

-

455

4,252

11,149

75,456

88,283

163,063

148,138

31,544

(12,293)

Gross Surplus

Less Operating Expenses
Accounting
Administration Expenses
Auditing
Advertising
Consultants

Motor Vehicle Expenses
Travel & Accommodation
Wages & Employer On Costs

Total Operating Expenses

Net Profit

Audited Financial Report I RecFishSA I 15 September 2017

The accompanying Notes form part of this financial report

RecFish SA - Movements in Equity

30 Jun 17

30 Jun 16

Movements in Equity
Retained Earnings - Beginning Of Year

54,026

66,319

Profit / (Loss) for year

31,544

(12,293)

Retained Earnings - End of Year (to Balance Sheet)

85,570

54,026
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RecFish SA - Notes to the Financial Report
Notes to the Financial Report
RecFishSA
For the year ended 30 June 2017
1.

Basis of Preparation

In the opinion of the Board, the Association is not a reporting entity since there are unlikely
to exist users of the financial report who are not able to command the preparation of reports
tailored so as to satisfy specifically all of their information needs. These special purpose
financial statements have been prepared to meet the reporting requirements of the
Associations Incorporations Act (1985) and Regulations.
The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the recognition and
measurement requirements of the Australian Accounting Standards and Accounting
Interpretations, and the disclosure requirements of AASB 101 Presentation of Financial
Statements, AASB 107 Statement of Cash Flows, AASB 108 Accounting Policies, Changes in
Accounting Estimates and Errors and AASB 1054 Australian Additional Disclosures.
The financial statements have been prepared on an accruals basis and are based on
historical costs modified, where applicable, by the measurement at fair value of selected
non-current assets, financial assets and financial liabilities.
Significant accounting policies adopted in the preparation of these financial statements
are presented below and are consistent with prior reporting periods unless otherwise stated.
2.

Summary of Significant Accounting Policies

Income Tax
The council is not directly subject to income tax.
Depreciation
The depreciable amount of all fixed assets including buildings and capitalised leased assets,
but excluding freehold land, are depreciated on the diminishing value basis over their
estimated useful lives to the entity commencing from the time the asset is held ready for use.
The assets residual values and useful lives are reviewed, and adjusted if appropriate, at the
end of each reporting period. An asset's carry amount is written down immediately to its
recoverable amount if the assets carry amount is greater than its estimated recoverable
amount.
Gains and losses on disposals are determined by comparing proceeds with the carry
amount. These gains or losses are included in the income statement. When revalued assets
are sold,
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RecFish SA - Notes to the Financial Report
2.

Basis of Preparation (cont'd)

amounts included in the revaluation surplus relating to that asset are transferred to retained
earnings.

Goods and Services Tax (GST)
Revenues, expenses and assets are recognised net of the amount of GST, except where the
amount of GST incurred is not recoverable from the Tax Office. In these circumstances the
GST is recognised as part of the cost of acquisition of the asset or as part of an item of expense.
Inventories and Works in Progress
Inventories and Works In Progress, including Projects, are measured at the lower of cost
and net realisable value.

Revenue and Other Income
Revenue is recognised when the amount of the revenue can be measured reliably, it
is probable that economic benefits associated with the transaction will flow to the
Association and specific criteria relating to the type of revenue as noted below, has
been satisfied.
Revenue is measured at the fair value of the consideration received or receivable
and is presented net of returns, discounts and rebates.
All revenue is stated net of the amount of goods and services tax (GST).
Sale of Goods
Revenue is recognised on transfer of goods to the customer as this is deemed to be
the point in time when risks and rewards are transferred and there is no longer any
ownership or effective control over the goods.
Interest Revenue
Interest is recognised using the effective interest method.
Rendering of Services
Revenue in relation to rendering of services is recognised depending on whether the
outcome of the services can be estimated reliably. If the outcome can be estimated
reliably then the stage of completion of the services is used to determine the
appropriate level of revenue to be recognised in the period.
If the outcome cannot be reliably estimated, then revenue is recognised to the extent
of expenses recognised that are recoverable.
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Grant Revenue - General
Government grants are recognised at fair value where there is reasonable assurance
that the grant will be received and all grant conditions will be met. Grants relating to
expense items are recognised as income over the periods necessary to match the
grant to the costs they are compensating. Grants relating to assets are credited to
deferred income at fair value and are credited to income over the expected useful
life of the asset on a straight line basis.
Grant Revenue - Projects
Grants provided for specific projects (and the direct costs relating to those grants) are
recognised at fair value but only to the extent that the conditions of those grants have
been met or, in the case of progress payments, the conditions of those progress
payments have been met.
Where grants and related costs have not been recognised, grants received are
accounted for as a liability, Unearned Project Income, until conditions of completion
have been met while the related costs are likewise accounted for as an asset, Projects
Works in Progress.
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RecFish SA - Board's Statement

Board's Statement
Your Treasurer, Brenton Schahinger, submits the Annual Financial Report of the SA Recreational
Fishing Advisory Council Inc. (RecFish SA) for the financial year ended 30 June 2017.
Principal Activities
The principal activities of the association during the financial year were:-

Representing the interests of recreational fishers in South Australia.
Being the primary venue of consultation between recreational fishers and PIRSA.
Providing support for management and research programs relevant to recreational
fisheries.
Coordinating and providing extension services to Recreational Fisheries Committees (RFCs)
and conducting other forms of effective & efficient statewide engagement.
Providing input ond focilitoting community involvement in fisheries' enhoncement projects
To undertake, participate and manage projects to enhance recreational
fishing experiences in South Australia

Significant Changes
No significant change in the nature of these activities occurred during the year.
Operating Result
The Surplus for the year ended 30 June 2017 amounted to $31,544. The association is not subject
to Income Tax.

Signed in accordance with a resolution of the Board.

........................................................

........................................................

Brenton Schahinger
Treasurer / Director

Mr. Danny Simpson
Director

Dated: 21/09/2017

Dated: 21/09/2017
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RecFish SA - Independent Auditors Report

Independent Auditor's Report
To the Members of
SA Recreational Fishing Advisory Council Inc.
Report on the Financial Report
We have audited the accompanying Financial Report, being a special purpose financial report,
of SA Recreational Fishing Advisory Council Inc., which comprises the Balance Sheet for the year
ended 30th June 2017, the Profit and Loss Statement, and Notes to the Financial Report
comprising a summary of significant accounting policies and other explanatory information, and
the Boord's Statement.
The accompanying financial report of the Association for the year ended 30 June 2017 is
prepared, in all material respects, in accordance with the Associations Incorporation Act 1985.
Boord's Responsibility for the Finonciol Report
The Board of SA Recreational Fishing Advisory Council Inc. is responsible for the preparation of
the financial report that gives a fair and true view in accordance with Australian Accounting
Standards and the Associations Incorporation Act (1985) and Regulations and for such internal
control as the Board determines is necessary to enable the preparation of the financial report
that gives a true and fair view and is free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or
error.
In Note 1, the board also states, in accordance with Accounting Standards AASB 101 Presentation
of Financial Statements, that the financial statements comply with International Financial
Reporting Standards.
Auditor's Responsibility
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the financial report based on our audit. We
conducted our audit in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards. Those Standards require
that we comply with relevant ethical requirements relating to audit engagements and plan and
perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance that the financial report is free from material
misstatement.
An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and
disclosures in the finonciol report. The procedures selected depend on the ouditor's judgment,
including the assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the financial report, whether due
to fraud or error. In making those risk assessments, the auditor considers internal control relevant
to the ossociotion's preporotion of the finonciol report thot gives o true ond foir view, in order to
design audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of
expressing on opinion on the effectiveness of the ossociotion's internol control. An audit also
includes evaluating the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of
accounting estimates made by the board, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the
financial report.
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a
basis for our audit opinion.
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SA Recreational Fishing Advisory Council Inc.
Independent Auditor's Report

To the Members of
SA Recreational Fishing Advisory Council Inc.
Independence
In conducting our audit, we have complied with the independence requirements of Australian
professional ethical pronouncements.
Auditor’s Opinion
In our opinion, the financial report of SA Recreational Fishing Advisory Council Inc. presents fairly
in all material respects the financial position of SA Recreational Fishing Advisory Council Inc. as
of 30 June 2017 and of its financial performance for the year then ended in accordance with
the Association Incorporation Act (1985) and Regulations.
NUMBERSPLUS BUSINESS AND TAXATION SERVICES PTY LTD
242 Glen Osmond Road
FULLARTON SA 5063

…………………………………………………
Frank Jongewaard FCA
Chartered Accountant
Dated:

22nd September, 2017
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