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Following the South Australian Labor Government recognition of RecFish SA as 

the South Australian Recreational Fishing Peak Body, RecFish SA have been vital 

partners in advocating for and delivering results, events, environmental outcomes, 

funding and election commitments for the recreational fishing community.

RecFish SA are a collection of focussed and passionate fisher people, volunteering 

their time to improve and develop the $1b annually recreational fishing sector in 

SA. RecFish SA represent the entirety of the recreational fishing community 

and most importantly, are fisher people in the community themselves.

Throughout this year a large variety of opportunities and events have been made possible 

through state government, council and community group collaboration with RecFish SA, 

and we encourage all community members to take advantage of the variety of occasions 

made possible through the work being undertaken within the organisation. 

A tremendous effort from the RecFish SA volunteer base and board has ensured unprecedented 

events, funding and support has emerged within the sector in SA and this has made a significant 

contribution to increased participation and satisfaction from fishers within South Australia. 

A special mention is appropriate for the SA State Government, fishing tackle industry 

and stores, community NGO’s, habitat and conservation groups and various councils 

for their collaborations throughout the year with RecFish SA and we look forward to 

increasing the engagement we have together within the community looking forwards. 

Focussing on sustainability, fish abundance and diversity inclusion, recreational fishing 

will continue to thrive as South Australia progresses towards a bright recreational 

fishing future, with RecFish SA continuing to progress important initiatives, programs 

and solutions relevant to the 360,000 fisher people RecFish SA represent. 

Please reach out with any questions to myself via email, or our Administration 

Officer Jaki Humphrys regarding membership enquiries.

Asher Dezsery

Executive Officer, RecFish SA



End of Year Report |  4

RecFish SA embarked on a comprehensive regional consultation tour across South 
Australia, engaging communities through fishing forums in Port Lincoln, Riverland, 
Mount Gambier, Whyalla, and Adelaide. The primary focus of these forums was to 
address key concerns voiced by residents and stakeholders state- wide. 

Chief among these concerns raised at the forums was clarifying regulations surrounding the 
snapper ban and advocating for the introduction of a fishing license system. Additionally, 
there was strong community support for enhanced management strategies for Coorong 
mulloway, improvements to boat ramp facilities to boost accessibility, and calls for restrictions 
on commercial netting to protect local fish stocks- particularly Yellowtail Kingfish. 

RecFish SA’s initiative not only sought to gather feedback but also aimed to foster community 
engagement and support for sustainable fishing practices, ensuring that the interests of recreational 
anglers and the broader community were effectively represented in fisheries management discussions. 

RecFish SA will endeavour to complete more regional visitation and consultation 
with members and broader recreational fishing communities, understanding the 
value of the resulting discussions when representing the communities. 

State Wide Consultation: Regional Fishing Forums 
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Make A Wish Foundation Partnership
The Make a Wish Foundation have finalised a partnership relationship with 
RecFish SA, establishing the ability for RFSA to develop and manage 
project days as required for participants of the Make A wish program. 

This includes the RecFish SA tackle and partnership program, 
leaning on the various commitments of known brands, businesses and 
personalities within the country to support this important cause.  

‘Reeling In’ and ‘Reel Women’ Fishing Programs 

The “Reeling in” Children’s Fishing Program and “Reel Women” Fishing Program 

aim to promote diversity, inclusion, and increased participation in recreational fishing 

among underrepresented demographics in South Australia. With the support of 

the SA Labor government, which provided $200,000 in funding over the 24-25 

financial year, these programs have successfully developed and delivered fishing 

programs across the state, reaching both metropolitan and regional areas. 

To date, 16 fishing clinics have been completed with local and regional schools 

and communities at no cost to participants, ensuring accessibility for all. 

In addition, 20 further clinics have been held in Port Lincoln, targeting disadvantaged 

children and Indigenous youth. These sessions were organized in collaboration 

with key partners, including West Coast Youth and Tackle World Port 

Lincoln, providing valuable opportunities for young participants to 

learn fishing skills while fostering community engagement.

 

‘Reel women’s’ programs have been completed around 

the state also, with Tackle stores and small businesses 

benefitting from hosting events on their premises. 

By increasing access to recreational fishing for women, children, 

and marginalized groups, the programs are helping to create a more 

inclusive and diverse fishing culture throughout South Australia.
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Valley Lakes Native Fish Stocking 
Proposal, Mount Gambier 

RecFish SA have led, negotiated and supported various council engagement and consultation 

processes towards introducing important recreational fishing species to the Valley Lakes 

system in Mount Gambier for further recreational fishing and tourism opportunity. 

Currently stocking plans have been approved including Murray 

Cod, Golden Perch, Silver Perch and Estuary Perch.  

RecFish SA have offered to match funding with Mount Gambier council to finalise 

this project and establish an accessible fishery to the South East region.

23-24 RecFish SA $30,000 SA Yabby Net exchange

PIRSA regulation changed to remove opera house nets from use in SA as of July 

1, 2023. This was to support a nation-wide move to reduce harm to air breathing 

aquatic animals due to net drowning. Unfortunately no financial aid was available 

to exchange nets from circulation by PIRSA as with other states. 

RecFish SA were able to partner with various departments (Green Adelaide), councils and 

agencies, creating the ‘RecFish SA Opera House Round Up’. This was hugely successful, 

with Pyramid style net demand greater than nets available for exchange. It is hoped all 

regions across SA may be offered an exchange opportunity. 

Yabby nets with a retail value of $30,000 were exchanged with the 

public during the 23-24 year, with further events in 24-25 to create 

more opportunities for fair exchange through council collaborations. 

A partnership with OZ Fish was formed to support the 

responsible disposal and recycling of discarded opera house 

nets, with RecFish SA assisting OZ Fish to dismantle netting from 

old nets for recycling with volunteers. The program has been hugely 

successful with a total  retail value of $70,000 of yabby nets provided over 

the last two  financial years throughout SA completely free for the fishing community. 
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‘SnappBack’ Program: Snapper Stewardship, 
Recovery and Education 

RecFish SA highlighted the importance of community input, communication and effective 

consultation between the SA Snapper Science Program and the recreational fishing community 

to ensure uptake and adoption of scientific outcomes established in South Australia.

 

As part of the RecFish SA, PIRSA, SARDI, FRDC and 

State Government communication plan, SnappBack has 

been approved, co-funded by the SA government and 

Fisheries Research Development Corporation.

 

Currently the program framework, communication methods 

and website are under development by RecFish SA, who 

will work closely with other industry stakeholders to travel 

South Australia regionally and deliver Snapper workshops on 

the most up to date science out of the Snapper Science Program.

 

This will also include important established scientific outputs, including best practice guidelines 

and survival rates on released fish utilising most up to date post release survival information.

The communication plan has been approved and funded for $150,000 

over 2 years, covering all of South Australia.

Created opportunity for voluntary 
commercial Snapper licence reduction

RecFish SA have brokered and hosted significant discussions between commercial, charter and 

recreational fishing sectors to begin processes resulting in positive future Snapper fishery impact. 

This would create solutions to the ongoing Snapper sustainability hurdles, 

whilst benefitting the recreational and tourism/charter sectors. 

With discussions and planning ongoing, the process would reduce commercial 

longlining effort in both GSV and SG zones by approximately 70% whilst allowing 

rapid and meaningful recovery of remaining Snapper, accelerating juvenile recruitment 

significantly through the availability of increased breeding aggregations. 
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‘Reef for Recovery’ $200,000 Citizen Science Reef Project:

As part of the SA Snapper Science Program, RecFish SA applied for a reef project to be funded 

by state government in order to support the recovery and future outcomes of SA Snapper. 

Following recent results from the Snapper Science Program outputs, including stock 

assessments and larvae sampling, planning can now begin on developing the project. Site 

selection is now a priority, as well as reef structure, material and shape, enabling support 

of Snapper within the life cycle stage they require support through most.

 

The Snapper Science Program is a close collaborator on the project, utilising the most 

up to date available data for the reef planning processes and approvals.  

Supported Fishing Events 

RecFish SA provided assistance and support to run various fishing events throughout the 

state outside of RFSA school and fishing clinics. This included the 2024 Port Lincoln Tuna 

Classic, 2024 Rivoli Bay Junior Fishing Competition, Torrens River Platypus Project, SA 

Water Reservoir educational days and Riverland competition and community events. 

With some SA competitions beginning to be cancelled due to various challenges, 

RecFish SA will support and assist regional tourism and recreational fishing events 

by providing staff and volunteers to ensure events run smoothly. 

Event assistance includes: Administrative tasks, weigh station manning, safety officer positions and first aid, 

safety boat provision, cooking and general logistics so competitors experience a professional and safe event. 

Recreational fishing competitions contribute largely to recreational 

fishing tourism and regional economy stimulation. 

RecFish SA negotiated a partnership with Department of Infrastructure and Transport to wave fees 

over tuna competition periods for government-controlled ramps to further support participation. 
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Represented Recreational Sector 
Through Wind Energy Proposals

Following federal announcement of wind energy zoning off Port MacDonnell, RecFish SA 

represented the recreational sector alongside commercial, tourism and conservation operators. 

This included running various media campaigns, surveys and interviews regarding the matter. 

Commitment to the issue has been significant, with large amounts of resources committed to attending 

various working groups and parliamentary representation in Canberra throughout the year. 

RecFish SA will continue to advocate on behalf of the recreational sector on the issue. 

 

Commercial Net Reduction: Partnered in 
negotiating marine parks with diverse stakeholders 
to achieve positive community outcomes. 

7 net licenses have been finalised in the Marine Parks process as of July 2024, as a legacy commitment to 

reduce fishing pressure on secondary species in the Gulfs including Yellowfin Whiting, Mullet, Salmon and 

Flathead. Ongoing discussions are continuing with Department of Environment regarding further commitment.
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Communicated Science and PIRSA projects

As communication partners with PIRSA, SARDI and Government Departments, 

RecFish SA have significantly increased education and communication 

between sectors on research and regulation outcomes. 

With analytics of between 50,000-75,000 impressions per month and close to 19,000 engagements, 

RecFish SA increase the effective production value of projects and community initiatives.

Through Video, Radio, Podcast, Social Media, TV News and Written Media, 

RecFish SA create significant value to current government campaigns, 

particularly regarding regulation change and positive fishery outcomes. 

Important communication events included the SARDI Snapper breeding program, joint 

stakeholder juvenile Snapper release and Lake George Mullet translocation in the SE. 

Assisted Government And SA Tourism Commission In 
Developing The Recreational Fishing Tourism Plan

The SATC have engaged RecFish SA as important consulting and involved bodies in 

developing the SA recreational fishing tourism plan. Fishing tourism in SA generates $380 

million, with 5% of all visitors coming to SA to include fishing within their stays. 

This highlights the huge growth potential and representation tourism plays in the overall 

management of fishing resources, as well as drives further future investment and development 

into the tourism and overall recreational fishing infrastructure space. This also includes further 

opportunities and events to drive additional visitation through recreational fishing. 

RecFish SA have conducted interviews with stakeholders alongside SATC, assisted with 

the report and offered solutions and diverse discussion to issues limiting recreational 

fishing tourism drivers in SA. It is expected the report will be finalised shortly. 
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RecFish SA Tackle Store and Magazine Network

With close to 20 stores now part of the RecFish SA Retail Network, retailers across the state are 

now supporting RecFish SA members. This includes recreational fishing magazines/publications also. 

The network is hugely important, offering assistance and opportunities for 

members within South Australia as well as providing sponsorships, contributions 

and support to events, media campaigns and competitions. 

These partnerships serve as vital contact points for consultation within the 

community, ensuring the general fishing population are able to pass on 

concerns, and receive information as it develops through the network. 

 

Change To Murray Cod Handling Legislation 
and handling communication 

Working with PIRSA, RecFish SA have finalised a restructure of the Murray Cod 

handling regulations in South Australia, allowing Murray Cod to be removed from 

the water to successfully and efficiently remove hooks for catch and release. 

This allows catch and release fishing in reservoirs easier and children 

friendly, particularly where kayaks are utilised. 

Previous regulations made hook removal difficult and dangerous, and this regulation change 

has been well received and celebrated within the recreational fishing community. 

 

Shark and Ray Regulations

Ensuring community is well represented in regulation proposals. 

RecFish SA have been engaged with PIRSA and conservation sectors in negotiating SA Shark 

and Ray regulations to support sustainability and welfare of caught relevant species. 

A large component of the regulation review consists of reducing poor handling, 

mutilation and/or unnecessary harm to such species whilst fishing activities occur. 

RecFish SA continue to advocate for the recreational sector, whilst also promoting 

responsible, humane and ethical fishing and behaviour standards, ensuring minimal negative 

impact to the animals fishers interact with and the environment fishers operate within.
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Department of Infrastructure: Marine

Through various priorities, RecFish SA have worked with DIT to navigate 

solutions to long-term and often complex maritime closures and issues. 

RecFish SA have met and liaised with several ministers regarding DIT 

issues and this consequently has resulted in a current 

restructure of the facility fund operation.

The restructure is currently in development with 

DIT, with several large and important recreational 

facilities being investigated for significant works.

Engagements are ongoing, with current projects including: 

•	 Wirrina, SA, facility improvements

•	 Kingston SE, facility reinstatement

•	 SABFAC committee representation

•	 Cape Jervis Jetty Decommissioning and ongoing access solutions

•	 Eyre Peninsula assets

Maintained security of access 
to boat ramps

RecFish SA have successfully worked with councils and 

DIT to ensure recreational boat launching ability during 

significant private/club boating and community events. 

This has established an ongoing relationship and expectation 

within the boating space that recreational boating facilities are 

to be maintained as public sites, even when privately tendered. 
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Recreational Boating Safety Strategy

RecFish SA have contributed to development of the new boating strategy, ensuring 

realistic expectations are voiced and maintained throughout the consultation process. 

The strategy has gone out for public comment, and will be circulated shortly.

Port Lincoln/Eyre Desalination Project

RecFish SA has offered significant consultation during the Port Lincoln/Eyre 

Peninsula desalination proposal process. Recreational fishers, local businesses 

and conservation agencies alike have been represented during planning and 

approval processes, with viewpoints clearly explained and advocated for. 

Partners include PIRSA, SA Water, Northern Water, DEW and conservation sectors. 

RecFish SA will continue to offer advice and negotiate the best possible outcome for the 

environment, fisheries involved and individuals impacted within the process and project. 

‘Cod Pod’ RecFish SA and SA Water 
Partnership Program

RecFish SA have developed important relationships with SA Water and AusOcean, utilising joint 

interests and priorities to develop programs addressing recreational fishing and native fish outcomes. 

The Cod Pod program was co-funded through the SA Water partnership program, with 

$10,000 committed to researching Murray Cod breeding 

behaviours in the SA reservoir network.

 

Throughout October 2024, successful breeding behaviour 

and activity was observed in both Happy Valley Reservoir 

and Myponga Reservoir, by the live stream footage 

available on the RecFish SA YouTube channel.

A further relationship was established with Pembroke school 

STEM program, including young engineering-orientated students 

building an additional live camera rig for deployment in reservoirs. This 
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has been an incredible inclusion of the whole community, translating to real environmental and 

conservation efforts of our endangered Murray Cod here in South Australia whilst working alongside 

young participants interested in applying technology to real world conservation outcomes. 

Commercial Fishing Sector, Conservation, Charter 
Industry and Recreational Fishing Industry Collaboration

RecFish SA have successfully engaged with shared resource stakeholders throughout the year to 

achieve improved results for the recreational fishing sector. This includes negotiating solutions 

to complex issues as well as operating in synergy with various partners and organisations to 

improve sustainability and availability of natural resources including regulation changes. 

Commercial sectors include Commercial Netting, Marine Scale Fish, Lakes and Coorong 

(Net and Pipi), Lobster (SE and Northern zones), Tuna and more. This also includes the 

Charter fishing Sector operating for increased tourism and regional visitation. 

Operations incorporate joint projects and collaborations achieving unprecedented communication, 

participation, engagement and results across the fishing industries. Partnerships also include 

Department for Infrastructure, Department of Environment, PIRSA, SARDI, EPA, SA 

Water, SA Tourism Commission, Conservation sectors, Local councils and Trusts, Green 

Adelaide, Fisheries Research and Development Corporation (FRDC) and more. 

RecFish SA thanks all partners for ongoing commitment and cooperation 

during various operations and decisions throughout the year. 

Access and Allocation Review Committee Process

The access and allocation review committee Process is a very important 

one, heavily scrutinised by the recreational fishing community.

The ARC process has been engaged with heavily, including 

advocacy for important recreational species to be 

included in the full assessment process. 

Kingfish, Mulloway, King George Whiting and 

more were assessed throughout stage 1, with stage 

2 to be completed in December, 2024. 
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Yellowtail Kingfish Netting 

Considerable effort has been invested throughout 23-24 on reducing commercial 

netting of spawning kingfish and maintaining sectors within the appropriate 

allocation as per the recreational fishing management plan. 

Work has also been completed ensuring social license and community expectations are effectively 

communicated and listened to by State Government, The Minister/s directly and media. 

Through this ongoing work for the SA recreational community, 

several outcomes have occurred thus far: 

•	 Yellowtail Kingfish placed on the ARC process.

•	 Ministers engaged regarding netting impacts and community requirements.

•	 Quantified tourism generating costings, associated with 

Yellowtail Kingfish recreational fishing tourism. 

•	 PIRSA netting regulations re-evaluated and communicated to sectors, including 

closed northern gulf netting closures as per the netting user guide. 

•	 Yellowtail Kingfish data recalculated in the scope of the ARC 

through NSW DPI catch tag data (for SA).

•	 SARDI advice notices generated for government and ARC processes. 

•	 Interstate peak bodies engaged with providing letters of support, including 

research projects and stock enhancement projects (NSW, VIC, WA).

•	 Applying processes on a national scale to achieve Yellowtail 

Kingfish on the Allocation Review stage 2 committee. 

Kingfish are a well established recreational fishing tourism driver, with some 

fish being caught in excess of 4 times, as indicated by SA catch data. 

This highlights the importance of maintaining this catch and release fishery, which 

has been identified as migrating between SA, VIC, NSW, NZ and QLD. 

Animal Welfare Act 

RecFish SA consulted with the Department of Environment and Water and assisted with the 

development of wording for the new Animal Welfare Bill to avoid negative impacts to recreational

fishing activity including the use of live bait.



End of Year Report |  16

This legislation wording is vital to ensure positive animal welfare outcomes 

when fishing activity is conducted, whilst maintaining the ability for fishers to 

remain active and generally unaffected throughout the bill process.

Such consultation is imperative for regulation and legal processes such as the Animal 

Welfare Bill, with outcomes potentially heavily restrictive without meaningful 

input from RecFish SA on behalf of the recreational fishing community.

Minister meetings and negotiations

As part of various general operations, RecFish SA are consistently in contact with a variety of 

State and Federal Ministers, ensuring a wide array of issues are appropriately managed. 

These processes hold considerable weight through personal contact with key influential members of the 

decision-making process across South Australia and Australia, including travel to Canberra addressing 

state and federal issues across cross jurisdictional species such as Yellowtail Kingfish and Mulloway. 

Increased effort when required has held considerable results, including the removal 

of Wind energy zoning in South Australia’s South East, which may have resulted 

in offshore turbines being built over existing reef off Port Macdonnell. 

Contributed to federal harvest strategy frameworks

RecFish SA are members on a variety of national guideline consultation 

practices. This includes contributing to the national harvest strategy 

including tuna and commonwealth fisheries including shark.  
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Developed stocking plans and projects 
with country regions.

RecFish SA have committed resources throughout the year to addressing recreational fishing 

opportunities in reservoirs, as well as council managed facilities. This year that has included 

the Tod River Reservoir, Eyre Peninsula as well as the Valley Lakes site in Mount Gambier. 

This is part of the broader Regional Tourism Activation Plan and the SA Recreational Fishing Tourism 

Strategy, co-developed with the SA Tourism Commission and SA Government. 

Both sites have now received in-principal support, with 

RecFish SA committing to the costs associated with 

stocking both facilities for opening to the public. 

Species will include Perch and Murray Cod, with the 

potential for these sites to be used in the future for 

research purposes alongside the ‘Cod-pod’ assets for Trout 

Cod breeding- which are currently regionally extinct in 

South Australia, however receiving considerable resourcing as 

a large priority throughout Victoria and New South Wales for the 

reintroduction of this vulnerable fish, native to the Murray-Darling system. 

We look forward to continuing with the increased fishing opportunities being developed across the 

state, particularly in country regions such as Eyre Peninsula and Valley Lakes, both of which are 

subject to significant weather and wind events, with limited fresh water fishing opportunities. 

Assisted with securing grant funding for 
recreational fishing clubs in SA

Following announcement of $1500 or $3000 grants for 

recreational fishing clubs in SA through ORSR, RecFIsh 

SA successfully assisted in the promotion, administrative 

processes and consultation required for a range of SA clubs 

to successfully secure funding to assist with a range of costs 

associated with success of fishing clubs in South Australia.
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Consulted on behalf of the recreational 
sector on regulation changes

A variety of issues were worked on throughout the year including: 

Consultation on the submission to change the current Port Germaine 

netting closure zone to allow netting in closed areas. 

•	 Consultation of the submission for Charter industry increased bag limits (for bait purposes).

•	 Consultation on successfully removing the Blue throat wrasse slot limit.

•	 Driving regulation change to allow varied recreationally caught lobster marking requirements, 

reducing perceived discomfort to lobsters by enabling fin clip marking instead of centre tail fan 

removal of 50%. Either method may be used now.  

 

Achieved funding for community events 

RecFish SA apply for various grants on behalf of community fishers and 

community programs. Successful grants in the 24-25 year include: 

Fishing Clinic approvals for regional visitation and support of 

developing recreational fishing events (Eyre Pensinula).

Fishing clinic approvals, Adelaide metro. 

Open educational days and yabby net swaps (Green Adelaide).

Basic Tool grants for use on RecFish SA community programs and habitat works (Landscapes SA). 
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Vital working groups and fishery 
management committees

As part of RecFish SA advocacy for recreational fishing, the RecFish SA board are 

part of the following government and policy working groups or processes: 

•	 SA Marine Scale Fishery Management Advisory Committee

•	 SA Marine Scale Fishery Science Sub Committee

•	 SA Fishery Allocation Review Committee

•	 SA Yellowfin Whiting working group

•	 SA Calamari working group (SG stock) 

•	 SA Allocation review committee discussions

•	 SA Blue Crab Management Advisory Committee

•	 SA Sharks and Rays Legislation Review Advisory 

•	 SA Marine Parks Stakeholder Group incl. Commercial Net Buyback Arrangements

•	 DIT Advisory group

•	 Futures of Seafood Committee: SIA

•	 ESD Risk Assessment Stakeholder group, multiple fisheries 

•	 FRDC SA Research Advisory Committee

•	 SA Snapper Science Stakeholder Group Member

•	 Department of Marine Infrastructure Advisory, Priority Infrastructure Projects

•	 Lake Eyre Basin Fishery (LEBF) Management Plan Review Working Group (MPRWG)

•	 Lakes and Coorong Fishery Management Advisory Committee

•	 SA Tourism Commission Recreational Fishing Strategy Development Advisory 

•	 SA Water Reservoirs Working Group 

•	 Draft Aquaculture Lease Advisory  

•	 PIRSA consulting and liaison group

•	 Adelaide Coastal Councils Network Advisory 

•	 ARFF board members (Australian Recreational Fishing Foundation) for federal consultation.   
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Additional Funding Secured 23-24 for 
Community Projects (Delivered or pending): 
$200,000 ‘Reeling In’ Womens and Childrens Fishing Programs state wide

$65,000 SnappBack Snapper Stewardship Programs (pending)

$30,000 rrp Opera house Yabby Net Exchange

$7,000 Community Fishing and RIJA Events

Total: $302,000

Additional Funding Secured 22-23 for 
Community Projects (Delivered or pending): 
$200,000 SA Snapper Recovery Reef (pending)

$40,000 rrp Opera house Yabby Net Exchange

$17,000 Research and Citizen Science funding

$6000 Community Fishing and RIJA Events

Total: $263,000
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